This paper argues the need and the mechanism to localize the indicators of SDG [Sustainable Development Goals] for Indian Himalayan States in the context of SDG Goal 13 and SDG Goal 15.Goal 13 of the SDG is to take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts while Goal 15 of SDG aims to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. These two goals out of the seventeen goals are directly related to environment, ecology and climate change. The Indian Himalayan Region[IHR] being the life sustaining system of millions of people and vast species of flora and fauna in uplands and much more in lowland areas due to its vast bio physical diversity also acts as a climate regulator for the continent. This paper first develops the context arguing why Goal 13 and 15 should be topmost priority for the Indian Himalayan states. The paper then recommends some sequential suggestive steps to develop a schema for monitoring the indicators suggested by UN, MoSPI, NITI Ayog. The paper suggests that the same can be substantiated into actual monitoring mechanism by mapping the relevant Centrally Sponsored Schemes( CSS),State Schemes ( SS) and EAP( Externally Aided Projects)in consonance with such indicators. The paper thus proposes the need for localized implementation of schemes for achieving the Goals and thereafter relevant monitoring of the same considering the basic characteristic of Himalayan states. The paper also insists for the research and study needs to identify the data gaps in each indicator proposed , by taking a case of Uttarakhand as a representative of Himalayan states of India and presents a model on how a Himalayan state should decentralize the monitoring mechanism of each indicator in different departments by following the model of the State of Uttarakhand. The paper finally presents policy asks for achieving those time bound targets by substituting SDG with HDG[Himalayan Development Goal].Indicators of UN, MoSPI, NITI Ayog, DES of Uttarakhand and some other Indian Himalayan states and various state government level departments have been used to carry out the study.
sustainability indicators at local level and a decentralized set up with better implementation and monitoring mechanism may be adopted. We draw attention to the fact that localizing the SDG indicators for Indian Himalayan States can help accelerate the process of achieving the SDG goals. As far as IHR is concerned, Singh(2006) points out that IHR is facing anthropogenic pressure leading to overall degradation of its environment. His paper points out that once indication of environmental deterioration become noticeable, most often the only option left is to respond to the situation and try to cure the problems by cost inefficient corrective measures. Therefore the paper suggests that it is much better however, to be able to anticipate the problem in advance and take up preventive measures in the beginning. In 2017 International Conference on "Resilient Hindu Kush Himalaya-Developing Solutions towards a sustainable future for Asia" was held which was organized by ICIMOD. The conference had brought together more than 400 experts from around the world, to discuss solutions to the problems faced by mountain communities 3 .Thus it is very clear that the need to give special focus to the Himalayan states have been felt in different forums but with SDG responsibility bestowed upon the world from 2016, the liability of Himalayan states for Goal 13 and Goal 15 not only confines to the Himalayan territory but beyond and hence needs prioritization and special attention. made thereof are yet to be implemented at the policy level. However some studies 4 are carrying out the cost benefit analysis for evidence based policy asks. These Himalayan States are also unable to utilize forest resources for raising revenue and at the same time have to incur considerable amount of expenditure for maintaining the forests. There is no provision for DBT[Direct Benefit Transfer]s for private owners retaining the green cover though the external economies due to such green cover are very high. Hence the Himalayan States stand at crossroads and realizing Goal 13 and 15 of SDG becomes more challenging and crucial for Indian Himalayan States. Table 1 ] an encouraging picture for most of the Indian Himalayan States but a few states like Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir are areas of concern as far as Environment Sustainability is concerned. Moreover as these states in IHR generates a plethora of services like permanent snow cover and glaciers in some regions, water reservoir that feeds perennial rivers, vast green cover that acts as ‗carbon sink', hub of global bio diversity hot spot etc not only for Himalayan inhabitants but also influences the lives of people living well beyond its boundaries, therefore if visualized from this perspective , all those states should be in the category of ‗most sustainable states' in ESI. Therefore the environmental issues being faced by the IHR are of critical importance.The Twelfth Five Year Plan document clearly recognized 5 that the development process cannot afford to overlook the environmental consequences and cost of economic activity, or allow unsustainable depletion, declining and deterioration of natural resources. 
Though the Environment Sustainability Index[ESI] shows[

Research Questions and Methodology:
In this paper we primarily address the following research questions. How to localize the indicators? A path model FIGURE 1: The Proposed Model for implementation of SDG/HDG 6 for Himalayan States with Steps for Implementation of SDG/HDGs for the Indian Himalayan States. 6 We propose substitution of SDG with HDG( Source: DES Uttarakhand, NITI Ayog and MoSPI At the policy level the best indicators our of these indicators have to be culled out for each target of the goal and we propose inclusion of some more indicators considering the Himalayan characteristic. For example in target 13.3 , the following indicators may be adopted :
 Percentage of survival rate of trees from all afforestation schemes in the state. Besides these for early warning mechanism there is need to integrate indigenous knowledge of hills with modern scientific knowledge.  Ratio of degraded area to net sown area Besides these to realize target 15.3, Soil survey in detail . Land degradation mapping, Soil resource mapping, irrigation mechanism that stops soil degradation, control on overgrazing by livestock, etc needs to be carried out. The ‗bugyals'[ high altitude medows] needs to be restored to control overgrazing and degradation. The Red List Index(RLI) tracks the rate of extinction for marine and terrestrial species groups in the near future(10-50 years) in the absence of any conservation action. Conservation is basically the sustainable use of these resources to facilitate future generations benefit. They can be adequately conserved through in situ and ex situ approaches.
These are balancing and require an improved integrated approach. More so, there is need to understand diversity as a way to improve their utilization. A decentralized system may be in place to monitor the loss of existing PGR that have been evaluated. Focus should also be extended beyond existing crops and their wild and weedy relations to cover all PGR of the Himalayan Region. For conservation the local efforts needs to be strengthened.
The community , the youth of the community needs to be utilized at its optimum to fulfil the target. A blend of scientific knowledge with the aboriginal knowledge of the Himalayan region from the local communities can help in fulfilling the target 15.6. For fulfilling target 15.7 , alternative livelihood approaches to be identified which can control illegal wildlife product usage. The legal issues related to poaching should be made clear through campaigns in the media. Helplines to record cases of complaints of poaching should come up. Reward for complaints can make some differences. For target 15.9, integrating bio diversity at each stage of planning cycle is required. State of environment reports, poverty status reports, National or sectoral development plans, studies and reports, e.g., agriculture, fisheries, forest, land use, etc are required. Participatory poverty assessments, strategic and environment impact assessment, biodiversity valuation, biodiversity wealth accounting needs to be carried out. 
Source: Developed by the Researchers
After identifying the gaps through the above mechanism, the concerned Departments can be asked to generate the data by reshaping state schemes or implementation of new schemes.
Concluding Remarks
The journey of SDGs till the grass roots shall need to facilitate the concept of ‗Localising the SDGs' and the monitoring of the implemented schemes through indicators which becomes crucial for creating a clear roadmap for the realization of SDG 13 and SDG 15. The need of the hour isspirited coordinated efforts and prioritization . Through this course, the fruits of sustainable economic development can be channelized directly towards the general masses and the community of Himalayan region. The protection of the natural wealth from the human greed can also be ensured through strong coordination, convergence, data based monitoring mechanism, within the ministries and also various sub national bodies. It will act as key for promoting effective and coordinated climate action for the Indian Himalayan States. Indeed, several countries have already established national institutions and bodies that provide a strong starting point for organizing national cooperation to achieve SDG 13.
Moreover for SDG 15 ,sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably managing forests, halt of land degradation and halt of bio diversity loss are crucial for Himalayan states.
Localizing SDG indicators will help in better monitoring mechanism and realizing time bound targets. The model presented in the paper will help to realize the target through a step by step mechanism.
SDGs for Himalayan States of India should replace SDG with HDG[Himalayan
Development Goals] with those proxy indicators as the regional characteristics of Himalayan region , the nature of fragility, territorial constraints, weather conditions are far different from other regions. Moreover though the states have certain constraints in giving local shape to CSS[Centrally Sponsored Schemes] but the states have complete freedom to do so in State Schemes. Thus there is a great need to give a new shape to the state schemes with more focus on these indicators. No Department can work in silos, as there are overlapping of intervention by departments in each schemes, but if a single Himalayan state becomes successful in the model as discussed in the paper, the same model may be replicated for other Himalayan states as well. For due cognizance of such a schema , all the concerned departments at the state level should sit together and discuss the implementation process. This will basically be replica of SDG but with a new nomenclature of HDG which will be more region specific, result oriented and will help the Himalayan community , ecosystem, ecology and climate and land related issues in the long run.
Since climate change and sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystem , managing forests, halt of bio diversity loss and halt of land degradation are highly crosscutting issues, steps toward the realization of SDG 13 and SDG 15 will also enable States to make strides towards the 
